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NUTT ON  ABBOT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

AL  REPORT  -  1955 


ANM1 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors* 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

I  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  the  31 st. 
December*  1955* 

The  Death  rate  continues  to  be  very  much  below  the 
National  level  *  especially  after  applying  the  Registrar 
General1 s  factor  for  correction*  due  to  the  fact  that  there 
are  many  more  older  people  in  this  District  than  are  to  be 
found  in  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  Country* 

The  comparison  of  the  Death  rates  of  the  District  and  of 
the  Country  as  a  whole  for  the  past  five  years  are  of  interests- 
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Two  hundred  and  eleven  cases  of  Measles  were  notified 
during  1955 ,  no  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during 
1954*  Measles  normally  occur  in  epidemic  form  once  every  two 
years  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  figure  for  1955 
is  slightly  less  than  that  for  1953  when  two  hundred  and 
eighteen  cases  were  reported. 

Only  nineteen  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  in 
1 955  compared  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  in  1  954* 
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The  position  regarding  Tuberculosis  is  that  only  fourteen 
cases  were  notified  as  opposed  to  the  twenty-eight  which 
occurred  in  1 954*  Tuberculosis  is  a  disease  which  could 
easily  be  eradicated  by  the  use  of  modern  methods  of  prevent¬ 
ion  and  case  finding*  This,  together  with  the  tremendous 
advances  in  methods  of  treatment  which  have  occurred  in 
recent  years,  should  make  Tuberculosis  a  comparatively  rare 
disease  within  the  next  ten  to  twenty  years* 
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Your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I  still  hold  the  opinion 
boo  a  'a*  slaughterhouses  are  in  use  in  this  Rural  fist 
iany  of  these  are  situated  in  the  most  built  up  areas 
of  our  villages  and  must  inevitably  cause  nuisance  and 
annoyance  to  the  neighbouring  residents*  It  is  anticipated 
that  new  and  more  stringent  Regulations  will  shortly  be 
issued  regarding  the  licensing  of  slaughterhouses  and  should 
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here  can  be  no  doubt  that  licences  for  many  of 


our  existing  slaughterhouses  will  have  to  be  withdrawn, 
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Another  problem  is  that  associated  with  the  aged  popul¬ 
ation  in  this  Rural  District  and  it  becomes  progressively 
as  each  year  passes.  More  beds  are  slowly  being 
provided,  both  by  the  County  Council  and  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  for  the  elderly  persons  in  need  of  care  end  attention, 
but  the  rate  at  which  this  additional  accommodation  is 
provided  does  not  keep  pace  with  the  rapidly  increasing 


demand,  and,  in  consequence,  the  difficulty  of  finding  beds 


for  even  the  most  urgent  cases  is  becoming  more  acute  each 
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ear. 


Emergency  action  had  to  be  taken  under  the  Rational 
Assistance  Acts  to  remove  three  persons,  to  hospital  accommo- 
dation,  during  1955* 


Camping  is  another  problem  which  has  to  be  dealt  with  in 
this  area,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  grave 
shortage  of  suitable  camping  sites  for  the  thousands  of 
campers  who  arrive  in  the  district  at  the  peak  of  the  holiday 
season0  As  a  result  of  the  shortage  of  sites  campers  are 
occupying  fields  without  adequate  water  supplies  and  with  no 
sanitary  arrangements*  In  consequence,  the  fields  and  the 
surrounding  h-dges  are  very  soon  fouled  and  a  danger  to  the 
campers  and  also  to  the  nearby  residents* 


Although  it  is  appreciated  that  the  Planning  Authority 
desires  to  retain  the  amenities  of  the  district  it  seems  to 
me  to  bo  a  matter  cf  urgency  that  more  suitable  fields  are 
licensed  in  order  that  the  campers  who  will  inevitably 
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arrive  should  he  given  the  basic  requirements  of  sanitation 
and  a  fine  water  supply. 


Samples  from  the  many  water  supplies  in  the  District  have 
been  taken  at  regular  intervals  and  have  been  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  results  obtained  have,  in  most 
cases,  been  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  have 
usually  been  found  in  the  smaller  sources,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Council  will  endeavour  to  dispense  with  these  smaller 
supplies  whenever  opportunities  occur  to  transfer  the  villages 
and  hamlets  concerned  to  main  trunk  supplies. 

The  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  vary  from  parish  to 
parish.  Some  are  good,  some  primitive.  It  must  be  admitted 
that  there  is  a  theoretical  risk  to  the  inhabitants  of  those 
villages  with  no  adequate  modern  system  of  disposal,  but 
experience  over  a  number  of  years  shows  no  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  sewage  borne  disease  in  these  villages. 


I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Councillors,  and 
all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  help  and  co-operation 
received  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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December,  1  956. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 
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Area  (in  acres), . . . . . . . *  92,650 

Population  Mid  1955 . .  .  . . . . .  .  .  .  .  26,520 

Population  1951  Census  . . .  .  . .  25,795 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st.  January,  1955  . .  .  .  £  150,410 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st.  December,  1955  . .  £  152,617 

roduct  of  Id.  rate  as  at  1st.  April,  1  955  . .  £  593 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
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Illegitimate 


STILL  BIRTHS 
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Still  Birth.  rate  per  1000  population 
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DEATHS 0 


The  average  age  at  death,  from  all  causes,  was  found  to  "be 
71.48  years*  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  average  age  of 
all  male  deaths  was  69od6  years  and  for  female  deaths  73.26 
years. 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

1  65  187  •  352 


Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon 

Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  England  and  Wales 


10.  22 

14.58 

10.79 

11.7 


Infant  Mortality 

’ Death  of  Infants  under 

1  year) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

i 

1 

2 

3 

5 

Infant  Mortality  rate 

per 

(Death  of  Infants  under  one 
1000  related  live  births 

year) 

17.73 

Infant  Mortality  rate  Administrative 

County  of  Devon  24*1 

Corresponding  rate  for 

England  and  Wales 

24.9 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

(Death  of  Infants  under  4  weeks) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

i 

1 

2 
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Neo-Natal  Mortality  (continued) 


Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  4  weeks) 

per  1000  related  live  births  10*64 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  England  and  Wales  17.3 


Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  in  the  area  during  1955#  Five 
maternal  deaths  occurred  within  the  Administrative  County  of 
Devon* 


AGE  AT  DEATH 

Male 


Infants  under  4  weeks  1 

Infants  'under  1  year  1 

1 

5 

15  -  2 

25  4 

45  -  40 

65  -  48 

75  and  over-  69 


1  65 


Total:  352, 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 


All  causes  1 65 

Tuberculosis  -  respiratory  1 

do.  -  other  1 

Whooping  Cough  - 

carried  forward  2 

-  6  - 


Female 

2 

1 

1 

7 

22 

51 

10  3 


187 


Female 

187 

1 

1 

2 
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DEATHS  (continued) 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Brought  Forward  2 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach  4 

Malignant  neoplasm  lung,  Bronchus  8 


Malignant  neoplasm  breast  - 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic 

neoplasms  1 2 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system  20 

Coronary  disease,  angina  28 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  3 

Other  heart  disease  34 

Other  circulatory  disease  6 

Influenza  2 

Pneumonia  3 

Bronchitis  13 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system  4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  2 

Congenital  malformations  2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  4 

All  other  accidents  5 

Suicide  1 


165 


Total:  352 


Female 

2 

5 

2 

9 

3 

18 

1 

29 

17 

9 

35 

12 

2 
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16 
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187 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Scarlet  Fever  5 

Whooping  Cough  8 

Measles  110 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(Non-Paralytic)  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  - 

Acute  Pneumonia  2 

Typhoid  Fever 


4  9 

11  19 

1 01  211 


1 

2 

1 


1 

1 

4 

1 


126 


1  20 


246 


Totals  246 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Fourteen  cases  of  pulmonary  and  two  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  Details  are  set  out 
in  the  following  tables 


AGE  PERIODS 


Under  five  years 

5 

15 

25  - 

45 

65  and  over 
Age  unknown 


CASES 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M,  F.  M.  Fo 


1  1  - 

1  - 

-2  1 
6  2  - 


6 


6 


1 


1 


Totals  14 
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HOUSING 


During  the  year  1 955  fifty-nine  houses  were  completed  as 
shown  in  the  table  given  below: - 


PARISH 

GHUDLE IGH 

HENNOCK 

ILS INGTON 

IPPLEPEN 

KINGSTEIGNTON 

S  TONE  INT  E I  C-NHEHD 


NUMBER  OP  HOUSES 

10 

8 

8 

14 

11 

8 

59 


Total:  59 

Private  Enterprise, 

During  the  year  the  number  of  Houses  completed  under  the 
heading  of  private  enterprise  was  one  hundred  and  fifty- twoc 

ACTION  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS, 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act „  1936 
Twelve  notices  we re  served* 

Three  premises  were  closed  to  comply  with  Statutory 
Undertakings  which  had  been  given* 

One  house  was  demolished. 

Pour  properties  were  re-conditioned  according  to 
Undertakings  given. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act_9_  195_6 
No  notices  were  served  during  1  955o 
Housing  Acts*  1949  -  1954 . 

Fifteen  grants  were  approved  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Acts,  1949  -  1954. 

—  9  f«* 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949 


A  Notice  under  Article  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulat¬ 
ions,,  1949  was  served  on  a  producer  of  undesignated  milk  following 
the  discovery  of  the  bacteria  of  tuberculosis  in  a  routine 

sample.  The  notice  was  withdrawn  following  the  receipt  of  the 

/ 

Pinal  report  of  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  &  Fisheries  at  Exeter. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951. 

Official  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Acts?  1948  and  1951  was  necessary  in  three  cases  during  1955* 


10 


X 


, 


. 


•• 


# 


: 


: 


